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Abstract: Contemporary studies on information privacy adopt an individualistic approach and view
personal information as an object of civil right. These studies argue that according to foreign experi—
ence civil law could provide effective protection to privacy. Yet this article argues that Western in—
formation privacy law has never endorsed a civil right to personal information. Meanwhile traditional
civil law faces great difficulty in providing effective protection to citizens’ privacy in the age of infor—
mation society. We should adopt a contextualized understanding of privacy and realize that the flow of
personal information is a common good. The aim of protecting personal data is to regulate the risks as—
sociate with personal information and to promote the proper flow of personal information in concrete
context. Therefore we should employ consumer protection law to reinvigorate the civil law protection
of personal information. Meanwhile we should also employ public law to regulate risks and protect
personal information.
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